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MERGING BUSINESS WITH IT AND COMMUNICATIONS

W  
elcome to another jam packed 
issue of Barton News! How’s the 
start to the new tax year treating 
you? I was watching the news 

a couple of weeks ago and heard about 
the British teen who developed and sold a 
smartphone app called Summly to Yahoo for 
a deal estimated to be several million pounds. 
Now that is a great start to the year!

It’s an amazing story and I thought I would 
highlight it here in case you didn’t come 
across it. At just seventeen years old, Nick 
d’Aloisio, who dreamed up the idea for 
the content shortening program when he 
was studying for his exams, said he was 
surprised by the deal. As with its other recent 
acquisitions, Yahoo didn’t disclose how much 
it is paying for Summly, although newspapers 
suggested the deal’s value in the multi millions 
of dollars.

D’Aloisio wrote on his website, “I would have 
never imagined being in this position so 
suddenly,” before thanking his family, his school 
- and his venture capitalist backer Li Ka-Shing - 
for supporting him.

Summly works by condensing content so 
readers can scroll through more information 
more quickly - useful for the small screens of 
smartphones.

The deal, announced last month, is Yahoo’s 
fifth small acquisition in the past five months.
All of them have been part of CEO Marissa 

Mayer’s effort to attract more engineers with 
expertise in building services for smartphones 
and tablet computers. Mayer believes this is 
an increasingly important area of technology 
that the company had been neglecting.

Although the Yahoo acquisition won’t close 
until later this spring, D’Aloisio said the Summly 
will no longer be available. Apparently 
Summly’s technology will return in other Yahoo 
products in the near future.

D’Aloisio will now work for Yahoo in its London 
office - in part so that he can complete his 
high school exams. Two other Summly workers 
will join Yahoo at its Sunnyvale, California, 
headquarters.

The bit I love the most is that D’Aloisio is 
actually younger than Yahoo itself, which was 
incorporated in March 1995. What a fantastic 
story and still shows the possibilities technology 
can offer anyone who has a great idea.

To me, two things really hit home. The first is 
how technology is now more accessible to 
anyone of any age. With fast Internet speeds, 
lowering costs and vendors offering more tools 
to enhance their software or hardware, there 
has never been a better to time to embrace 
technology which was once deemed only 
available for large corporates.

The second is that the average age of tech 
savvy users is dropping. We have been seeing 
this for quite a time within Barton. When we 
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advertise (as we are currently) for technical jobs we are 
seeing more and more younger, brighter candidates 
apply. They usually already have a good knowledge of the 
fundamentals and in most cases possess skills that 10 years 
ago would have been considered ‘advanced’.

Ella tells me that this is due to education (after all she is a 
teacher!), but I also believe the fact that children are now 
brought up with technology surrounding them, from their 
smart TV’s, phones and iPads, just makes it normal to them. 
I wonder what another decade will bring to the table?

That’s enough dreaming of the iPhone 50. I want to add a 
big thank you to everyone who responded to last month’s 
Q&A about Windows XP being end of life within the next 
year.

We certainly unearthed a bag of worms with that article. It 
was obviously a big issue that was on quite a few people’s 
lips. I really appreciate all the comments and it was fairly 
obvious from all the comments that most people were 
unaware that their current PC’s were at risk.

Don’t worry, we will keep you informed over the coming 
months to ensure you keep your business up to date. If you 
are still unsure whether the deadline affects you drop us 
an email over at support@barttech.co.uk and one of the 
team will contact you to answer any questions you have. I 
will also dedicate some more time in this newsletter later in 
the year to update you further. Watch this space...

I’m about to start the May Day bank holiday with a long 
drive down to the beech for some fish and chips by the 
sea. I can almost smell the vinegar already! Whatever 
you end up doing, have a great time and let’s hope the 
weather holds for once (I did hear a rumor that the bank 
holiday will be hotter that Majorca! Fingers crossed...). Enjoy 
the long weekend, you deserve it :)

Article... continued HUNGRY FOR
SUCCESS?

Dominic Jones
Managing Director
Tweet me @dcb_jones
or email me at dominicj@barttech.co.uk

Welcome to a growing
client base 
from all at

Thank you to the following organisations who have 
recently joined us.

Congratulations on being a forward thinking organisation 
who values IT and communications in order to grow your 
business. Don’t forget to get the most out of your service; 
arrange your regular consultancy visit, follow us on twitter/
facebook and check our blog regularly.

SatNav 4 Business | Northcott Global Solutions | Link 
Community Development | Easi Accounting Services Ltd

Welcome...

We are planning to organise our first customer 
appreciation lunch in a couple of months time, 
where you can pop down and meet the team and 
chat over a bite to eat. We would love to hear from 
you on whether you think this is a good idea so 
we can keep you updated once its all planned. If 
anyone has any suggestions as to a great location 
or restaurant they would also be very welcome.

Keep an eye on these crucial 

upcoming dates;
Microsoft Windows XP End of Life - 08/04/2014

Microsoft Office 2003 End of Life - 08/04/2014

Microsoft Windows Server 2003 EOL - 14/07/2015

Microsoft Exchange Server 2003 EOL - 08/04/2014

Contact us if you need more information at

support@barttech.co.uk
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If you would like to contact us about 
his article or with any other questions 
please call us on 0845 180 0000

Got a niggling question? Not sure who to ask? Send it to us and we 
will get the most relevant team member to answer it for you!

Q Why do I need a strong password? by Peter Mills.

A Jordan says; Hi Peter, using a weak password will provide attackers with very easy access to your 
computer system. Replacing the weak password with a strong one will mean that the password will 
be considerably harder to crack (or break) – and that’s even with the powerful password cracking 

software that is available today.

As technology develops (computers growing more powerful than ever) and software continues to improve weak 
passwords are being cracked within seconds. Password cracking software generally uses one of three different 
approaches: intelligent guessing, dictionary attacks, and brute-force automated attacks that try every possible 
combination of characters. Given enough time, the automated method can crack any password.

However, strong passwords are much harder to crack than weak passwords. As a guide:

A weak password:
• Is no password at all. 

• Contains your user name, real 
name, or company name.

• Contains a complete dictionary 
word. For example, Password is a 
weak password.

A strong password:

• Is at least eight characters long.

• Does not contain your user name, 
real name, or company name.

• Does not contain a complete 
dictionary word.

• Is significantly different from 
previous passwords. Passwords that 
increment (Password1, Password2, 
Password3 …) are not strong.

• Contains characters from each of 
the following four groups – Upper-
case letters, Lowercase letters, 
Numerals.

With so much online activity in our lives we 
can sometimes find it frustrating at having to 
remember so many passwords. Ultimately though, 
I’m sure you’ll agree with us, remembering a few 
strong passwords is by far better prevention to 
unwanted attacks.

Jordon Langford
Technical Supervisor
Do you have a question you would like the 
team to answer? Just email your question to the 
team at news@barttech.co.uk and the best 
ones will be included in our next issue.

Testim
onial

Corner
A few of the recent kind words we have received prior to going to press:

Dear all at Barton, Thank you so much for your help and prompt reply to my call. 
I will be very happy to recommend your company to my friends and family should they 
need assistance.

Ann Jackson

Dominic, Just a short mail to thank you and your staff for all their help in the last few days on 
getting us up and running. Jordan has been fantastic and has been more than helpful in going that 
extra mile to make sure we were 100% happy before he left & is a credit to your company in the way he 
conducts himself on site. Many thanks once again.

Paul Gomez,Director, Turnpower Services Ltd.

Thank you for your kind words...
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What you missed!
Did you catch the previous issue? No, shame on 
you... Our packed last Barton News included;

Spring Clean Easter Eggs for your PC

Beware hard to detect email scams

Welcome Aboard to all our new clients

Q&A - Computer Upgrades?

Windows 8 Released!

Team Member Highlight

Knowledge Quiz

Team Member Highlight
Jake Major
Early Starter

Joined the team
12 months ago

Favourite Film
‘Snatch’ by Guy Ritchie

Hobbies
Socialising, Playing online 
games

Jake says

        You know you’re a computer 
geek when…you try to shoo a fl y 
away from the monitor with your 
cursor. That just happened to me. 
It was scary…

Have Your Say!
We would love to hear your comments (good and bad) on our newsletter, 
Let us know what you like or maybe you have a suggestion for a future 
issue? Email us at news@barttech.co.uk or tweet us on @bartontech

Contact us now on
news@barttech.co.uk to receive
any issues you have missed out on...

Quiz
Q What do the letters “DOS” stand for?

Q What is the name of Google’s program 
which crawls your website?

Q Who co-founded Hotmail in 1996
and then sold the company
to Microsoft?

Answers at the
Bottom of the page

A Disk Operating System         A Spider          A Sabeer Bhatia

Dominic was very grateful (can’t 
you tell from the photo!) to be 
awarded Entrepreneur of the 
Month at a recent Business 
Growth Advisor event. Vanessa 
Langham-Day who chairs 
the group handed over the 
prestigious award for Dominic’s 
hard work since the beginning 
of 2013 resulting in Barton 
Technology’s massive growth 
and ongoing super success. A 
big congratulations to the boss 
for a well deserved recognition.

Entrepreneur of The Month REFERRAL
HALL OF FAME

A huge thank you to 
customers who have recently 

referred us onto other 
customers:

Jeremy Webb of SatNav for 
Business

Jamie Mistlin of Recruitment 
Revolution

We love you guys...

any issues you have missed out on...any issues you have missed out on...any issues you have missed out on...
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